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Preached before the Right Honourable the 


L OR D. M AY O R., 


HE 


COURT of A EDERAMEN; 


AND THE 


LI v ERIES of the ſeveral Companies of the City 
of LONDON: 


„ 


Pariſh-Church of St. Lawrence JewRy, on the 20th of 
September, 1779, before the Election of a Lord-Mayor. 


By SAMUEL KETTILBY, D. D. 


Rector of Sutton, Bedfordſhire, Vicar of St. Bartholomew the Leſs, 
and Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor. 


LONDON: 


Printed for JOHN, FRANCIS, and CHARLES RIVING TON, + 
Ne 62, St. Paul's CHURCH-oYARD, 1779. 


— 


P L U M B E, Mayor. 


Tueſday the 12th Day of October 1779, and in 
the Nineteenth Year of the Reign of King 
GEORGE the Third, of Great-Britain, &c. 


1 T is ordered, That the Thanks of this Court be given 

to the Rev. Dr. KE TTIIL IV, Chaplain to the Right 
Honourable the Lo RD-MA von, for his Sermon preached 
before this Court, and the Liveries of the ſeveral Com- 
panies of this City, at the Pariſh-Church of St. Law- 
rence Jewry, on Wedneſday the Twenty-ninth Day of 
September laſt, before the Election of a Lord-Mayor of 
this City for the Year enſuing : And that he be deſired to 


print the ſame. 


R IX. 


To the Right Honourable 


SAMUEL PLUMBE, Eſq; 


Loxp-Mavyor of the City of Loo N DON. 


My Lo Rp, 


HE favourable Reception which this 


well- meaning, though plain Diſcourſe, | 
experienced from thoſe who heard it, encou- _ 
rages me to hope, that we are now returning to 
Moderation and Candour, to Temper and Una- l 
nimity. This Reflection heightens the Pleaſure, 


I receive, from your public Approbation of my 


humble Endeavours to promote the Tranquillity | 


and Welfare of this great Metropolis, | 
In | 


—  — 
* ONE CIR pu _ 


DEDICATION. 


In the Goodneſs of my Intentions conſiſted 
my only Merit on this Occaſion, and I ſhould 
have thought myſelt amply rewarded by your 


Thanks alone, without your Injunctions to ap- 


pear in Print; but, urgent as they were, I deem- 


ed it my Duty to comply ; relying however, 


for Indulgence and Protection on the fame good 


Motives which firſt recommended this Perform- 


ance to the Favour and Acceptance of your 


Lordſhip and the Court of Aldermen. 
Jam, my LoR D, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged, 


and obedient Servant, 


Nov. 4, 1779. 


SAMUEL KETTILBY. 
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TIM. I. 2, 2: 


T EXHORT THEREFORE THAT FIRST OF ALL, SUPPLICA- 
TIONS, PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS, AND GIVING OP 
THANKS BE MADE FOR ALL MEN; For KINGS, AND 
FOR ALL THAT ARE IN AUTHORITY, THAT WE MAY 


LEAD A QUIET AND PEACEABLE LIFE, IN ALI GODLINESS 
AND HONESTY. 


Nations at leaſt, upon eyery Occaſion, in which the 
Happineſs of the Community was intereſted, pre- 


viouſly to aſſemble in Places conſecrated to religious 


Worſhip, and there, before they proceeded on any Election 


or Determination, to invoke the Bleſſing of Heaven upon 


their Deliberations and Deſigns. And however miſtaken 
they were in the Objects of their Vows and Addreſſes, 
antecedent to the Goſpel, and excluſive of the Jewiſh Peo- 
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T has been the conſtant Practice of all civilized 
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ple and Polity, yet the Cuſtom in itſelf, notwithſtanding 


its frequent Abuſes, was not only innocent, but laud- 


able, juſt, and reaſonable. It ſeems founded indeed in 


that natural Notion of a ſu perintending Providence, which, 
though variouſly and greatly obſcured and corrupted in re- 
fpeRX of its Agent or efficient Cauſe, was nevertheleſs in no 
Period of Time totally extinguiſhed or obliterated from the 
Minds of Men. Taught by this Principle, they ſolicited 
the Inſpiration and Direction of that ſuperior Power and 
Wiſdom, to determine them to the beſt and moſt prudent 
Choice of Men and Meaſures, of Governors, Magiſtrates, 
and Leaders, of Counſels, Reſolutions, and Enterprizes, 
both warlike and pacific ; knowing in the Senſe, if not in 
the Words of Solomon, that though the Lot is caſt 
” into the Lap, yet the whole diſpofing thereof is of the 


„ Lord.” 


It is no Wonder then, that Chriſtianity, which is the 
Reſtorer and Improver of the true Religion of Nature, 
hath approved and adopted the Practice: Inaſmuch as 
the Motives to it are greatly increaſed and enforced by our 
nobler and purer Notions of the Deity and full Conviction 
of the Exiſtence of his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 


Conſcious 
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Conſcious and convinced, how much the Peace and Wel- 
fare of civil Society depended upon the Virtue and Wiſ- 
dom of their Rulers and Governors, and in which were 
neceſſarily involved her own Progreſs and Succeſs, ſhe (by 
St. Paul) enjoined her Diſciples to lift up holy Hands 0 
te very where,” even for idolatrous and perſecuting Princes. 


Hence it is clear, that ſhe came not to controul Mankind in 


their Choice of Government; her ſole Buſineſs, her peculiar 


Province was to compoſe and correct the Paſſions, and 
prepare Men for the future Enjoyment of the one true 
God by Repentance and Faith in a Saviour, whoſe King- 
dom, by his own Declaration, was not of this World : 
With civil Matters ſhe interfered no further than to pray 
for the Welfare both of the Governors and Governed 
that thus undiſturbed and undiverted by War and Tu- 
mult, all Men might have Leiſure to attend to her Doc- 
trines, and Opportunity to come to the Knowledge of 
the Truth ; and at leaſt, that thoſe already converted might 
lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty. 


Upon her Eſtabliſhment in, and Incorporation with 
the civil Conſtitutions of the converted Countries, this 
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Duty of praying for Magiſtrates at all Times, was re- 
in forced by the Conſideration of their being Fellow-Chriſti- 
ans, and joint Heirs of a future heavenly Kingdom, 
that “ ſhall know no End:“ And then exchanging the ſe- 
cret “ upper Chamber“ for the more decent and ſolemn 
Temple, ſhe there lifted up her Voice with Strength and 
Courage, for all that were put in Authority, that they 
might truly and impartially miniſter Juſtice, ** to the Pu- 
“ niſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and to the Maintes 


+ nance of true Religion and Virtue.” More particularly 


upon every important Occaſion and Crifis, upon their 


Election into Office, and the Commencement of their 
Adminiſtration, did ſhe attend with her Prayers and Inter- 
ceſſions to the Throne of Grace, knowing the Blindneſs 


of human Wiſdom, and the Hazard of human Choice 


ſhe therefore implored the divine Influence and Interpoſi- 


tion to enlighten the one, and direct the other to the beſt 


and happieſt Iſſues. 


But, to quit this figurative Style, the Piety and Pru- 
dence of invoking the divine Bleſſing upon our civil Go- 
vernors of every Denomination, will more fully appear 


from conſidering the Nature and End of Magiſtracy and 


Government 


Right Honourable the LORD-MAVYOR, &c. 5 


Government at large. I ſpeak not here of Kingly Go- 
vernment, for that is foreign to the preſent Purpoſe, and 
highly offenſive to the prevailing Temper of the Times; 
and indeed, St. Paul pays here no diſtinguiſhing Reſpect 
to Princes, but only mentions them, as one of many 
Kinds of Magiſtrates. I ſhall therefore confine myſelf 
to obſerve, that as Government of every Species was de- 
ſigned to enact Laws, without which civil Society could 
not ſubſiſt, ſo thoſe Laws, to be occaſionally and duly en- 


forced and executed, muſt likewiſe delegate a Power to 


ſingle, or more Officers or Miniſters, according to the dif- 


ferent Conſtitutions of each particular Society, from the 
largeſt to the narrowelt Scale ; for it 1s inconvenient, it is 


impracticable for the molt popular Government to execute 


its own Laws. But now ſince the unruly Paſſions of In- 


dividuals, which no Penalties, either preſent or future, can 
effectually and totally ſubdue, require the frequent En- 
forcement and Execution of legal Reſtraints and Puniſh- 
ments, ſo to preſerve the Peace and Property of Mankind 
in any tolerable Degree in every Community, either 
greater or leſs, Magiſtracy muſt be appointed and inveſted 
with adequate Authority and Power: And conſidering 


likewiſe the Difficulties which attend the Magiſtrate in 


the conſcientious Diſcharge of his Duty, eſpeclally in 
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jarring and tumultuous Times like the preſent, he ſtands 
in great Need of our effectual fervent Prayers, and indeed 
of our Aſſiſtance in every other Way, if it proceed mere- 
ly from ſelfiſh Motives, and ſolely from a Regard to our 
own Peace and Welfare ; which ſelfiſh View however, 
leading to ſocial Ends and the general Good, we know 1s 
the only true Principle and Original of all delegated Au. 
thority, how much ſoever Men may differ about the 
Name, Extent, and Exerciſe of it. But moreover, as our 
own Tranquillity and Happineſs, forming colleQively 
that public Good, muſt depend greatly on the Counte- 
nance and Encouragement given to Morality, and the pure 
meek Spirit of the Goſpel, which rather co-operate with, 
than militate againſt the Laws, ſo let us remember always 
to add to the former Motive, the ſuperior and nobler Con- 
ſiderations of Virtue and Religion, the more ſtrongly to in- 
duce us to pray for all that are in Authority, „ that we may 
« lead quiet and peaceable Lives, in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
* neſty, for theſe Things are good and profitable unto 
« Men ;” and “ this is acceptable to God our Saviour, 
and the Prince of Peace.“ 


But now, conſidering the Greatneſs of the Taſk, and 
the Abilities neceſſary to diſcharge the Office with Dig- 
nity 
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nity and Applauſe, here the uſual, the obvious Queſtion 
interrupts and interrogates us, Who is ſufficient for theſe 
Things? Strictly ſpeaking, and abſtractedly from all ad- 
ventitious Qualifications, few, if any of the human Race 
are equal to encounter all theſe Difficulties, and to fill the 
Chair of Judgement and Juſtice with perfect Capacity and 
unerring Wiſdom. Wiſe Men know the Painfulneſs of 
Pre- eminence, of being ſet on high among the People, and 
placed in a ſtronger Point of View; and good Men, con- 
ſcious of their Infirmities and Defects, would abfolutely 
decline the Weight and Burden of Office, did not the 
Defire and Hope of doing Good, or preventing Evil to 
their Fellow-Citizens, overcome their Reluctance to ap- 
pear in a public Character. The Love of our Country, 
and the With to ſerve it moſt extenſively and effectually 
in the Line of Magiſtracy, is the nobleſt Paſſion of the 
human Heart; and this Conſideration, added to the Love 
of Glory, which Nature has wiſely implanted in us, to 
balance and conquer the Inclination for Quiet and Retire- 
ment, will lead both the Wiſe and Good from the Walk 
of private Life, to take chearfully their Share of public 
Duty, and earneſtly and honeſtly to ſtand forth Candi- 
dates for public Approbation. Acting upon theſe Princi- 
ples, ſuch Men may demand not only our Prayers, that 


the . 
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the good, the important Work may proſper in their 
Hands; but our grateful Acknowledgments and warmeſt 
Praiſes ſhould be likewiſe ſuperadded and readily allowed 


them. 


It would be happy for Society, if we could always find 
ſuch Men to inveſt with Authority: But in that Defici- 
ency are verified the Words of Solomon. With him we 
may ſee under the Sun, “ that the Race is not to the 
** ſwift, nor the Battle to the ſtrong, neither yet Bread 
* to the wiſe, nor yet Riches to Men of Underſtanding, 
nor yet Favour to Men of Skill, but Time and Chance 
% happeneth to them all.” Under ſuch Circumſtances 
we muſt content ourſelves with making the proper Pro- 
viſions, that we may not ſuffer too much by the Prefe- 
rence we may give to Peace and Order, and the regular 


Courſe of Things, to which, upon the whole, I believe, 


it has been found moſt prudent to adhere, notwithſtanding 
the Occaſion and Neceſſity there may be ſometimes to de- 
viate and depart from the common beaten Track; to aſ- 
ſert an almoſt forgotten Privilege, and to rouze the civil 
Body from its Indolence and Lethargy. 


But ſince Dignity and Power do not always fall to the 
Lot of thoſe, who would beſt become and exerciſe them, 


what 


Right Honourable the Loxp-MavoR, &. 9g 


what are we to do in this Caſe ? Seriouſly, to do all, that 


in us lies to ſupply Defects, and to promote the Eaſe, 


and forward the Courſe of public Buſineſs. If all Power, 
be under God, derived from the People, their Delegates 
become reſpectable even by the Truſt committed to their 
Charge; and however otherwiſe exceptionable they may 
be, the conſiderate Part of Mankind will not, from a Re- 
ſpect to themſelves, deſpiſe the Work of their own 
Hands. To ſpeak Evil of Dignities in ſuch Caſes, only 
tends to increaſe our Difficulties, by bringing Power into 
Contempt, and abating the Force and Terror of the Law ; 
the neceſſary Conſequence of which would be Confuſion 
and Perplexity, Diſorder, Anarchy, and univerſal Fraud 
and Violence. If therefore the Government of any So- 
ciety ſhould unhappily reſt upon the Shoulder that is too 
weak to ſuſtain it, let us for our own Sakes ſtrengthen it, 
and ſupport the Feeble-minded. The Laws have happily in 
our Caſe fixed Bounds to the Unruly, either by ſufficient 
Reſtraints, or the certain and annual Period aſſigned to 
their Adminiſtration. And as the Fear of public Reſent- 
ment and Diſpleaſure has ſometimes operated upon Minds, 
that were inſenſible to more noble and generous Motives, 


ſo, upon the whole, I think we may reſt ſatisfied of having 
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Juſtice done us, or being ſoon relieved from any tempo- 
rary Encroachments and Oppreſſion. | 


There is one infallible Method however, by which we 
may 1mprove the beſt ciyil Adminiſtration, or make the 
worſt tolerable and comfortable; and that is, to lead god- 
ly and peaceable Lives ourſelves, © whether our Superi- 
„ ors will hear, or whether they will forbear.” Piety, 
Meekneſs, and 'Temperance, ſeldom give the Guardians 
of the Laws any Trouble; “for where there is no 
« Tranſgreſſion, there is no Law ;” no Neceſſity at leaſt 
to put it into Force, 'The more then thoſe Virtues and 
Graces are cultivated and obſerved in our Lives and Con- 


verſations, the good Magiſtrate will experience leſs Dif- 


ficulty in the Execution of his Office; and, if there ever 
ſhould be ſuch an one, the weak and vicious find fewer 
Opportunities to betray his Folly and exerciſe his Ty- 
ranny : One Thing at leaſt is clear and certain, the Fa- 
vour and Bleſſing of Almighty God will attend this great 
City, if happily reforming their Morals, there be many 


« righteous found in it.“ 


» 


And it 1s thus only, that we ſhall be enabled and encou- 
raged to offer up our Prayers to the God of all Mercy with 
the greater Conſiſtency, and the more reaſonable Expecta- 


tion 
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tion of being heard. © The Eyes of the Lord are over 
the Righteous, and his Ears are open to their Prayers.“ 
— It is indeed high Time to have Recourſe to the Preva- 
lence and Efficacy of Prayer and Penitence, when we 
are told both at Home and Abroad, in a Language like 
that of Sennacherib's Meflengers, that “we have neither 
« Counſel nor Strength for the War.” — Be this as it may, 
for it does not become me to determine the Point, but to 
hope and to pray for the beſt : This I know, that whe- 
ther we are a deſperate and ruined: People, or may till 
entertain the Hopes of future Triumphs, and returning 
Glory (and may thoſe Hopes be quickly realized !) Prayer 
and Penitence are the only Way we have left to enſure 
Succeſs, and to avert freſh Evils ; or, at leaſt, to diminiſh 
that Blow, which may otherwiſe overwhelm us with De- 
ſtruction. But, perhaps, Devotion and Repentance may, 
with Jacob, have Power with God,” and the Conſequence 


will be ſtill the ſame, that we ſhall have Power with Men 


alſo : And then, © if God be for us, who ſhall be againſt 


% us?” Then in the reſolute and triumphant Language of 
David, our Country may exclaim, „ though an Hoſt of 
« Men were laid againſt me, yet ſhall not my Heart be 
* afraid ; and though there roſe up War againſt me, yet 
will I put my Truſt in Him.” To preſerve then this 
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humble Confidence, and procure theſe divine Succours, 
let us be perſuaded, for the Sake of all that is dear to us, 
to abandon and renounce our moſt dangerous, becauſe do- 


meſtic Enemies, our Diviſions and our Vices. 


Suffer ye thus far the Word of Exhortation ; beyond 
that Word I may not preſume to proceed: It is indeed ill 
ſuited, and contrary to the peaceful Nature and ſacred 
Defign of this Place, to enter into political Diſcuſſions 
and Diſputes ; offenſive both to Decency and Religion, 
they likewiſe anſwer no good End ; but rather tend to ir- 
ritate, than to convince Men, or reduce them to one 
Opinion: Only this I muſt obſerve, that the Clergy of 
every Denomination and Sect ſhould keep to their Duty, 
which is, to preach the Goſpel of Peace, not to ſound the 
Trumpet of War; to cool and calm Men's Paſſions, not 
to provoke and inflame them ſtill higher. 


For the ſame Reaſon, I ſhall beg Leave to omit all per- 
ſonal Reſpect and Commendation, however warranted by 
Cuſtom, or even recommended by the higheſt Deſert. In 
the firſt Place, it is hardly poſſible to avoid giving Offence, 
however chaſte and cautious the Encomiums may be : 


Favour and Friendſhip will think the Panegyric cold and 


too. 
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too ſparingly beſtowed ; Party and Prejudice will eſteem 
it all too much, and nauſeate the fulſome Flattery. And 
indeed, as Judgment in this Caſe 1s your's, as you are to 
applaud or cenſure, the Power and Authority being both 
derived from you, and for its Improvement and Exerciſe 
to be accounted for to the ſame Supremacy and Tribunal, 
fo not unto us, but unto yourſelves be aſſigned the Of- 
fice of praiſing of condemning the Conduct of your civil 
Rulers; I only with, what I hope, that you may never 
have Occaſion to exerciſe your Privilege in the latter In- 
ſtance. To that and every other good With for the Proſ- 
perity of this great Metropolis, let us add our conſtant 
Prayers and Interceflions for all Men : For all the Chil- 
dren of Adam, however divided in their-preſent Intereſts, 
and whereſoever placed upon the Surface of the Globe. 
Charity ſhould know no Limits ; but after providing for 
her own Houſhold, look upon the whole human Race 
with the Eyes of maternal Affection. 


Let us therefore, when we have duly implored, and by 
our Reformation in ſome Degree deſerved the Protection 
of Providence, paticntly abide always ; encouraged by 
the divine Promiſe, „that the patient abiding of the 


« Meek ſhall not periſh for ever.” Let us then reſign 
the 
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the Fate of this diſtracted Empirè to the all-wiſe and gra- 
cious Diſpoſal of God, either, if he ſees fit to grant us 
the Thing, which, in the Language of Scripture, © we 
greatly long for,” namely, that the Members of it, 
which have been ſo unhappily ſevered, may rejoice in a 
ſpeedy, permanent Re-union, even laſting as long as the 
Sun endureth ; at leaſt let us hope, that he will prote& 
and fave this the Parent State, and in due Time reſtore 
the jarring Nations to Unity, Peace, and Concord. In 
theſe Prayers and Wiſhes we may all unite, without in- 
curring the Offence or Diſpleaſure of any one Perſon, ex- 
cept thoſe ** who are Enemies to Peace, whoſe Tongues 


6 are Spears and Arrows, and whoſe Feet are ſwift to 


„ ſhed Blood :” From ſuch, God Lord, deliver us! 


THE END, 


